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The Indus River Civilization

‘Geography: The Indus River valley was the ideal place for a civilzation to take place.
o the north were the Hindu Kush mountains, as well s the Himalaya Mountains (the
highest mountains in the worldl), natural barriers to stop invaders. To the west is the:
Arablan Sea, and to the south is the Indian Ocean. The Indus River, flowing from the
mountains into the sea, provided fertle land for farming, which allowed for a great
civilization to buld here. The area is known as Pakistan today.
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The Indus River Civilzation and its Achievements; Ths civilization was huge! It was much bigger than Egypt
and Mesopotamia, perhaps even bigger than both of them combined! They had an extremely well structured
government, as well, and their cities were very well planned out. Examples of this are HARAPPA and
MONENJO-DARO, cties that were built almost entirely the same way, but several miles apart. The streets
were lald out In gid-Iike patterns, much like New York City today. Also, by 2500 BC, they had created
advanced plumbing systems. These plumbing systems were so advanced, in fact, that no other civilization
could do any better until about the 18005 ADI That is around 4000 years that it
took to improve on their system! Another thing they were
known for: Cotton. They were big into growing cotton and
S creating textiles, which could be used for trade
neighboring countries. Some Indus Valley artifacts, i fact,
have been found all the way over in Sumer (Mesopotamial).

Lanquage and Culture: Although archaeologists have found stamps and seals and writing from the time
period, they have been unable to decode It 5o it is unknown what their writings say. However, children's toys
made from clay that were found In the area suggest that they had a prosperous (well-off saciety, and since
Very few weapons were found from this perlod, it is thought that there was very lttle warfare golng on and it
must have been a peaceful society.

Religion: ke the other civiizations you have
learned about, the Indus people were
polythestic as well
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Things you must know about the Indus River Valley Civilization:

1. What are the two major cities from this civilization?

2. What type of religion did they have?

3. Tell me something about their writing:

4. Whatis the climate like in the Indus River Valley Civilization?

5. What two mountain ranges are directly to the north of this civilization?

7. What are two major achievements from this society?

8. Was this a peaceful society or a society that was constantly at war?




