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Dooument #1 — MaP 0F INDiA SUBCONTINENT

Question 1:
What bodies of water surround the Indian subcontinent (present-day country)?

Question 2:

Indian Ocean

Information:

‘The Indus River begins as an icy stream high
in the world’s tallest mountains. These
mountains are the Himalayas. This is where
Mount Everest stands at 20,028 feet tall. The
Himalayas separate the Indian subcontinent
from much of Asia. This is where the Indus
Plain is (find on the map). During the spring,
flood season, the enlarged river spills across.
the plain, spreading fertile silt. The Indus
River carries twice as much silt as the Nile
River in Egypt. Like the Nile, the Indus
branches into a huge delta area before it
reaches the sea, providing many waterways.

List two ways that the Indus River provided a rich valley for farmers.
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Dooument #2 — Asoka % Bubbttism

Words to Know

Asoka = an Indian emperor of the Maurya Dynasty who ruled almost all o the Indian
subcontinent from circa 269 BCE to 232 BCE

intention = purpose behind someone’s action/behavior

edict = an official order or proclamation issued by a person in authority.

"Whoever honors his own [religion] and insults another man's whether from blind
loyalty or with the intention of showing his own [religion] in a favorable light, does his
own [religion] the greatest possible harm. Acceptance is best, with each hearing and
respecting the other’s teachings. It is the wish of the [king] that members of all religions
should learn from one another and should teach virtue.”

—From the Edicts of Asoka (268 B.C.)
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DooumeNT # — BMPRES 0F ANCIENT INDIA

Maurya Gupta
Dates 321B.C-185B.C. AD. 320-550
Location Northern and southem India [Northern India
Government + Hashnle « Midnie
« Organized government |+ Organized government
« Officas colecttaxes « Vilages and cis had power
« Goverment-owned
factores
Learning « Schoolsandlbrariesin |+ Golden age of leaming
capial « Number system we use foday, decimal system
« Missionaries spread « Plastic sugery,vaccines for smalipox
Buddhism « Canvingsof gods and animals
Question 5:

What contributions were made in math and science during the Gupta Empire?
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DooumeNT #4 — RELIGoN FRom ANCENT INDIA

Question 6:
Examine the pie chart of modern-
day religions. Which religion is
the 3 largest (most popular) in
the world currently? What
percentage of the world’s
population is estimated to
practice that religion?

ignore

Question 7:
What percentage of people in the
world today practice Buddhism?

World Religions Chart
Recaimingihe ind Mitries
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Differences

i oen |

1. Believed in the caste system. 1. Opposed to the caste system

2. No founder 2. Founder is Siddartha Gautama
3. People were born into their 3. Did not believe people should
caste or varna because of the be stuck in just one caste, that
conduct in a previous life they have the power to change
4. Beliefs in the sacred texts, the their lives.
Vedas. 4. Beliefs in the writings of the
5. Older religion & most popular Buddha. Told people not to
(2000 BC?) follow the Vedas.

5. Newer religion (500 BC)
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Venn Diagram: Buddhism vs. Hinduism

Buddhism Hinduism

Both founded in India

Founder: Buddha
(Siddhartha Gautama)

Founder: None

Reincarnation — bad

‘Want to be one with the universe and to Most live in India

stop reincarnating
Nirvana (Buddhism) =
Mokshe (Hinduism)

No god or gods

Sacred writing is Sanskrit, in
holy books like the Vedas

Most live in Sri Lanka,
Tibet, and Bhutan

Many gods, but one Supreme
God (Brahman) — who comes in
many forms

karma

Cause of all suffering is
desire

“stuff” is bad = material things

Four Noble Truths

Caste system — move up or down

Meditation is good
based on karma

8 Fold Path Many different forms of each religion

Different Same Different




