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Immigration Cartoons 
From U.S. History
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Name: ___________________________________
Activity One - Warmup: Video Notes
Instructions: As you watch the video clip from the New York Documentary, record five notes that you learn about immigration: 
Video clip: Immigration (11 minutes, 21 seconds).
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

Activity Two – Immigration Cartoons through History
[image: ]Instructions: With your partner, look through each of the political cartoons regarding immigration. Find each cartoon under ‘Cartoon Title’ and record the year; the group of immigrants the message targets; whether or not it was pro (for) or anti (against) immigration; and an analysis of the message.  
	Cartoon Title
	Year
	Target Group of
Immigrants
	Pro or Anti
Immigration
	Analysis/Explanation

	Just So


	
	
	
	

	Recently Discovered Wild Beast

	
	
	
	

	Uncle Sam’s Lodging Housing

	
	
	
	

	Only One Barred Out


	
	
	
	

	Looking Backward


	
	
	
	

	Immigrant at the Gate


	
	
	
	

	My Children 


	
	
	
	




Activity Three - Video Notes 
Instructions: As you watch the video clip from the New York Documentary, record five notes that you learn about immigration: 
Video clip: A Huge Human Tide (11:21-23:07).
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

[image: ]Activity Four: Short Answer questions (independent) 
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Uncle Sam’s Lodging House (1882) - This cartoon, published in the magazine Puck, reinforces the stereotype of the.
Irishman as an essentially combative troublemaker. Uncle Sam reprimands him, "L ook here, you, everybody else is quiet
and peaceable, and you're all the time a-kicking up a row!" The editorial that accompanied the cartoon asserted: “the raw
Irishman in America is a nuisance, his son a curse. They never assimilate; the second generation simply shows an
intensification of all the bad qualities of the first. ... They are a burden and a misery to this country.”
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My Children (1941) - This cartoon from 1941 shows a more welcome US than carlier negative portrayals of immigrants.
Lady Liberty opens her arms to immigrants of all European descent and calls them “my children”
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Looking Backward (1893) ~This Puck cartoon criticizes the hypocrisy of Americans whose own families were once
immigrants but now ry to deny new immigrants to America. It shows a young new German immigrant coming off a boat
but being greeting by wealthy looking men telling him to stop and not enter. However, their shadows shorw that they
themselves come from poor immigrant families exactly like the young men they are trying to stop. It says, “They would
close to the newcomer the bridge that carried them and their fathers over.”
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Just So (1879) — This cartoon ridicules the hypocrisy of racist Americans against Chinese immigrants. It shows a drunk,
passed out hoodlum saying of the Chinese, “It ain’t their color I mind, its their habits I object to.” However, the Chinese
are hard at work behind him, while he is hiccupping from drunkenness.
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Short Anstoer Questions

Short Answer: Afer analyzing the primary source cartoons, answer the follorwing questions in the space provided.

1. How have attitudes towards immigrants changed over time?

‘What groups have faced prejudice over time?

‘Should immigration be restricted? Why/Why not?

4. Why can’t America have a completely open border?

5. Are there legitimate grounds for denying people or groups of people admission to the United States?
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‘Tummigrant at the Gate (1904) - I this cartoon fom Nevw York Waskly, Uncle Sam holds his nose from the smel of 3.
Eastera European immigrant 2t he gate of America who is carying with him povert, disease, narchy, and desecration of
the Sabbith,
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The Most Recently iscovered Wild Beast (1831) - Thi cartoon Judy presents he rsh American 15 2 dangerous, caged
animal who incited violence in America and back in reland agaist British rle. American periodicals 3¢ the time ofen
citezad Iich imigrants Sor this poverty and saanners, theis supposed Iaziness and ek of discpline, thes public
drinking style,thiscatholicreligion, nd theiscapacityforcriminalty and collective violence
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