
 

 

Name: _________________________________ 

 

Below is the plan for the unit on the Constitution.  Lessons/assignments are subject to change, 

but this should give every student an idea on what to expect in the coming days! 

 

 

Unit :  The  Const i tut ion  
 

Date Lesson/Topic 

Assignment 

What is due?  

Day one: 

 

 

 Unit Assessment 

 Notes -> Articles of 
Confederation/Constitutional 
Compromises 

 Definitions 

 HW: Emerging Tensions 
between the British and the 
Colonists, notes 

www.mrbayne.com -> Unit two 

Day two: 

 

 

 Review 

 Continue notes on Constitution 
Federalists vs. Anti-Federalists  

 Unit activity 
 

 HW: Complete -  The 
Declaration of Independence 
notes 

www.mrbayne.com -> Unit two 

Day three: 

 

 Unit activity/Unit Review  

Day four:  

 

 

 Unit Test Packet due 

 

Unit Questions 
 

1. Explain how the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation led to the Constitutional Convention.  

 

2. Explain the compromises made during the Constitutional Convention, focusing on the Virginia Plan, 

the New Jersey Plan, the Great Compromise, and the 3/5 Compromise.  

 

3. How did the Anti-Federalists differ from the Federalists? Give specific examples on how each side 

felt about issues. Also, explain why the Bill of Rights helped to persuade the Anti-Federalist to agree to 

the Constitution.   

http://www.mrbayne.com/
http://www.mrbayne.com/


 

Government by the States 
I. How do we build an American Government? 

A. Powerful ________________ government or powerful _____________ governments? 

B. The Second Continental Congress passes the _____________________________ (1781)  

1. Provided a __________ national government; Congress no power to _____________  

2. Provided for no common __________ (money); Gave each state one ____ regardless of ___ 

3. Provided for no ___________ or __________ branch (no president or national court system) 

 

Part 2; The Constitutional Convention 

II.  Articles of Confederation need to be changed 

A. Constitutional Convention (___________________, May 1787) 

1. Closed meeting; top ________________; 55 delegates; every state but _________________ 

2. ________________________ presided over convention;  

3. Supposed to ________ the Articles of Confederation; instead they create a new Constitution 

III. Creation of the American Constitution 

A. Convention battles between supporters of Articles and those wanting a completely new government 

B. _______________________ “the father of the Constitution” 

1. The _____________ Plan  

a. States have___________ in Congress based on __________ (large states, more power) 

b. Set up __________ branches of government (executive, judicial, legislative) 

C. ______________ states disagreed with the Virginia Plan 

D.  ___________________ Plan – Small states dig this one 

1. Every state gets ______ votes in legislature regardless of _____; set up 3 branches of govt 

IV. The __________________ – a mix of VA and NJ plans 

A. Provided for a ______________ (two part) legislature (Congress) 

1. The ___________; __________ representation for each state (________ states happy) 

2. _________________________; based on ________________ (_______ states happy) 

B. ______________________ Compromise 

1. Should ________________ be counted as population for representation? 

2. Slaves would be counted as three-fifths of a person 

V. The finished Constitution 

A. Created a federal system of government where ____________ is _________ between the __________ 

and the _______________ government (Federalism) 

B. Made _____________ law the ______________ law of the land 

C. Balanced power between large and small states; ________________________ 

D. Limits power to specific branches through __________________________________ 



 

Ratifying the Constitution 

 

I. The battle for __________________ begins 

A. The Constitutions needed to be approved by _____ of 13 states 

B. The _____________________ Side 

1. Favored the Constitution    

2. Wanted a ___________________ central government 

3. Strong government was necessary to: 

a. Facilitate ________ commerce c. Manage _____________ trade 

b. National _______________  d. Foreign ____________ 

4. ________________ would prevent too much accumulation of power by one branch 

5. Rival ______ would check each other and prevent them from gaining too much power  

6. Supporters: James _________, Alex _______, George Washington; B. _______ 

a. The __________________ were written in defense (by _________________) 

b. _________________ not necessary (rights already guaranteed by the states) 

7. Supported ____________________ 

C. The ________________________ Side 

1. ___________________ the Constitution 

2. The national government was a threat to _______ governments and individual ______ 

3. Believed a ________________ was necessary to limit government power over people 

4. Supporters: Patrick Henry, _______________________ 

a. Most supporters were _________ who didn’t think they needed a strong government 

5. Supported ________________ 

II. September 28, 1787, the Constitution is submitted to the states 

A. Why the Federalists Won 

1. _________________ scared people away from the Articles of Confederation 

2. ______________ were united around a common plan 

3. Federalists were a well-organized, national group 

4. __________________ supported it.  

B. Slowly states approve the Constitution 

1. May 1790, ___________________ is the last state (13
th
) to approve 

III. _______________________________ 

A. Authored by ________________________ 

B. Ideas heavily borrowed from the Virginia ______________ and the Virginia _______________ 

C. Virginia Declaration of Rights 

1. Written by ________________; Basic _________________ should not be violated by the govt 

D. Virginia Statue for Religious Freedom (drafted in _________________, Virginia!) 

1. Written by ________________________ 

2. Outlawed the established church (the practice of government support for one particular church)  



 

Constitutional Period Vocabulary 
 

Articles of Confederation 

Legislative branch 

Executive branch 

Judicial branch 

Constitution 

Shay’s Rebellion 

Constitutional Convention 

Amend 

Veto 

Great Compromise 

Three-fifths Compromise 

Federal system of government 

Separation of powers 

Checks and balances 

Electoral college 

Ratify 

Federalist 

Anti-Federalist 

Bill of Rights 

Domestic affairs 

Precedent 



 
Assignment: Create a booklet on these important documents.  Each page of the booklet should have the 

required information in it, as well as a picture to represent it.  Information can be found in the textbook on 

the specified pages.  This should be neatly done, and informative.  Also, you must design a cover for this. 

This is worth a project grade! 

 

Common Sense (p. 111): Who wrote it; When did he write it; where was he from; what did he propose; how did 

he feel about king?   

 

Declaration of Independence (p. 112):Who wrote this; whose ideas inspired it?; What bold idea did it include? 

What are ‘unalienable rights’?; What impact did it have on the people?  

 

Articles of Confederation (p. 136-137): When was this written? It was written at what event?  Who led this?  

Which group had most of the power (states or federal government) and why?  What are three powers that the 

national government had (p. 136); what are three weaknesses (p. 140-141)?   

 

Constitution and Constitutional Convention (p. 142-156):  What month/year/place was this written? Which state 

did not attend convention (it was not Georgia)? Who were the two leading thinkers in this convention? Who 

was the President of the convention? Compare NJ Plan to VA Plan and Great Compromise; define Popular 

Sovereignty, Limited Government, and Separation of Powers (p. 155) 

 

Federalists Papers (p. 151-152): What are these? What three people wrote them? What did Federalist paper 51 

argue? What was stated in issue 78? Where the Federalists successful in getting the Constitution ratified?  

 

Bill of Rights (p. 153):Who deserves the credit for this being added to Constitution?  What is this? Who drafted 

it? He did not declare all men equal in this—which group was left out of being given rights? Who was the 

leading anti-federalist (from Notes the other day) 



 
Constitutional Convention Study Guide 

1. List five weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation. 

 

2. After their experience with the British, the states during the 1770’s and 1780’s wrote state 
constitutions that made which branch of state government strongest? 

3. The Articles of Confederation left Congress unable to: 

   

4. In creating the government under the Articles of Confederation, American political leaders feared - 

5. Under the Articles of Confederation, who had more power: federal or state government? 

6. Did the Articles of Confederation create a weak or a powerful national government? 

 

7. The Great Compromise at the Constitutional Convention worked out an acceptable scheme for: 

8. Why did the founding fathers create the Articles of Confederation with a weak national 
government? 

9. When voting for legislation under the Articles of Confederation, each state had how many votes? 

10. What was added to the Constitution in order to gain the approval of the Anti-Federalists?  

11. Under the Constitution of the United States, how much leeway are states given to govern 
themselves? 

12. What issue did the Great Compromise resolve? 

13. List three rights that the 1st Amendment to the Constitution guarantees: 

14. The "three-fifths compromise" concerned the issue of - 

15. The compromise which resolved the balance of power issue between large and small states by 
creating representation based on: 

16. Describe the separation of powers: 

17. The document authored by James Madison, which became the structure for discussion at the 
Constitutional Convention was the – 

18. What agreement was reached in the Three-Fifths Compromise during the Constitutional 
Convention of 1787? 

19. Who drew up the Virginia Plan for a new constitution and is considered the "Father of the U.S. 
Constitution"? 

21. Why did Federalists believe that a Republic could survive in a territory as large as the United 
States? 

22. A major fear of the Anti-federalists was that - 

 



 
23. Because Federalists believed that they were creating a government of limited powers, they felt it 
unnecessary to give in to the Anti-federalists desire to - 

24. What ideas are usually associated with the Federalists? 

25. Those who campaigned actively for ratification of the Constitution of the United States were 
called: 

26. Those who opposed ratification of the Constitution of the United States were called – 

27. Why did the Anti-Federalists oppose the Constitution of the United States? 

28. What two documents were the models for the Amendments which eventually became the United 
States Bill of Rights? 

29. How did the ideas in the Virginia Declaration of Rights and the Virginia Statute for Religious 
Freedom become part of the United States Bill of Rights? 

30. John Locke's idea concerning the social contract is mirrored in what document? 

31. What three things did Thomas Jefferson want to be known for? 

32. What did the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom do? 

33. What notion did the Virginia Declaration of Rights reiterate? 

34. Who authored the Virginia Declaration of Rights? 

 

 

 

 



 

Study Guide, Test One 

1. As people began to move to America, three distinct regions began to develop: New England (NH, MASS, CONN, RI); Middle 

colonies (NJ, PA, NY, MD, Delaware); Southern colonies (VA, NC, SC, GA) 

2. As people came, they began to take land away from Indians, which often led to conflict; with the arrival, colonists often 

brought disease as well, which wiped out a large portion of Indians 

3. Jamestown was the first permanent English settlement—and it almost failed, but the leadership of John Rolfe and John 

Smith kept it going; Rolfe began to grow tobacco, which was very profitable; he married Pocahontas; Tobacco became the 

major cash crop 

4. At first, indentured servants worked on the large plantations; they worked 7 years and then were given their own land; by 

1619, they began to be replaced by slaves who were not given any freedom; as plantations grew and crops required more 

work, labor was in very high demand 

5. People began to come to VA at first as an economic venture; they were sponsored by the VA Company of London.  

6. In the South, land meant power. Those with lots of land had much of the power in government.  

7. First legislative body in VA was the House of Burgesses, now known as General Assembly. Those who owned lots of land 

often had the most power here.  This is representative gov’t. (one person represents an entire area) 

8. Southern plantation owners often had loyal ties to England’s government as well as the Church of England; remember, they 

came for economic reasons, not religious.  Those with land had most of the control in government and had a very high 

social status.  

9. In New England (Massachusetts), Puritans came to escape religious persecution. Although they wanted religious freedom, 

they were often intolerant of other religions.  

10. In New England, you had town halls with town meetings (Direct democracy) in which all citizens (male, land owners who 

were members of the church) had a vote; this was based off ancient Athenian (Athens, Greece) democracy.  Farmers, rather 

than having large plantations, had smaller, subsistence farms, in which they grew enough food mainly for themselves.  

11. The New England Puritans created a covenant community (community based off of a religious agreement) in which they 

signed the MAYFLOWER Compact.  They had a very rigid social structure (they had enough to get by, but you didn’t have 

much differences in social status); they were NOT tolerant of other religions!!! 

12. The Great Awakening led to a rise in evangelical religions, such as Baptist & Methodists 

13. The French & Indian War was a conflict between the French and Indians versus the British and the Colonists. It was a 

dispute over land. At first, the F&I’s won most battles, but under the leadership of George Washington, the British & 

Colonists end up winning.  

14. As a result of the war, Britain wants tighter control over colonies; they issue Proclamation of 1763 (colonists can’t cross the 

Appalachian line), British gain territory, and British pass acts on colonists, taxing them to help pay for war (Sugar Act, Stamp 

Act, Townshend Act) 

15. People began to get mad and rebel about taxes; Thomas Paine’s Common Sense argues that we should separate from 

King/Britain, and lists complaints about King; John Locke’s social contract theory states when a gov’t fails to protect its 

people, people should revolt and begin a new gov’t. Thomas Jefferson was inspired by both these guys in writing the 

Declaration of Independence  

16. Talkin about an inspiring dude—Patrick Henry in a famous speech made at a VA church, yells, “Give me liberty or give me 

death!” against the King. People began to rally around cries like this.  We want a revolution! 

17. The Revolutionary war begins (after the taxes; after the Boston Massacre, & Tea Party); first shots were fired at Lexington & 

Concord; Patriots win big battle at Saratoga (turning point battle), showing they can fight; France joins; British (Cornwallis) 

surrender at Yorktown; Treaty of Paris ends war; Washington = military leader, never led his troops into trouble 

18. Articles of Confederation set up so they’d have a govt’. No power to tax, no power to raise army or regulate trade; very 

weak; each state = one vote; failed; led to second Constitutional Convention; they decided they needed new constitution.  

19. Father of Constitution: James Madison; Leader of convention: George Washington; Constitutional Compromises; VA Plan, 

NJ Plan, Great Compromise;  3/5 Compromise; sets up three branches of government (separation of powers) in order to 

create a check and balance system.  

20. Two major groups: Federalists (Alexander Hamilton) strong fed. Gov’t. vs. Anti-federalists (Thomas Jefferson) who wanted 

states to be strong governments, and weak national govt. Anti’s agreed after a Bill of Rights was added to protect rights.  

21. Bill of Rights: VA Statute of Religious Freedom-separates gov’t and church (this is part of 1
st

 amendment) (Jefferson); VA 

Declaration of Rights: George Mason 



 

 

 

 

 

Topic/Thesis Sentence: 1. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

________________ 
Federalists: Why did they favor ratification 

of the Constitution? (Notes + page 151): 

2.__________________________________

___________________________________  

___________________________________ 

 

Who did they include? 

3.__________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

_________ 

Federalists: Why did the Federalists have 

more support than the Anti-Federalists? (p 

151-152): 

4.__________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

_________ 

Unit Question: Why did the Federalists and Anti-Federalists disagree in the making 

of the Constitution, and how were they able to finally work out an agreement to 

ratify the document?  Complete the Graphic Organizer and use each piece of information in 

writing a 10-sentence paragraph.  

Anti-Federalists: What did the Federalists 

have to do to get Anti-Federalist support? 

8.__________________________________

___________________________________

______ 

 

What were the Bill of Rights?  

9__________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

__________ 

Concluding Sentence: 10. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

________________ 

Anti-Federalists: Why were they against the 

Constitution? 

5.__________________________________

___________________________________

______ 

6. _________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

Who did they include? 

7.__________________________________ 

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

_________ 


